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of his service, I would like to recognize his 
dedication and a few of his accomplishments 
before this body of Congress and this nation. 

People in Alamosa have long felt deep re-
spect for Lynn’s patience, his integrity, and his 
dedication. People have referred to Lynn, who 
served as a chaplain’s assistant during the 
Korean War, as a source of tranquility in the 
face of battle. Lynn has proved this countless 
times during many years of public service, 
where he has calmly listened to others, and 
stood his ground resolutely on issues of prin-
ciple, no matter how heated the debates be-
fore him. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize 
Lynn’s long service to Alamosa before this 
body of Congress and this nation. I would like 
to join the rest of Alamosa in expressing my 
gratitude to Lynn for his dedication to his com-
munity. Lynn, our thoughts and our prayers 
are with you.
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a woman who believes that public edu-
cation is the foundation of a prosperous and 
democratic society. Michele Miller always 
wanted to be a teacher. As a student at 
Spring Valley Senior High School, Michele 
was a member of Future Teachers of America. 
Graduating from the State University of New 
York at Albany, she attended Hunter College 
for a masters degree in education with a con-
centration in social studies. 

A lifelong New Yorker, Michele has spent 
her entire career teaching the students of 
Pearl River, New York. She has spent 33 
years teaching social studies at the Pearl 
River School District’s Middle School and High 
School. Michele began as a student teacher in 
Pearl River when Lyndon Johnson was the 
President of the United States in the fall of 
1968. She will end her career this month, 
eight Presidents later and after providing thou-
sands of her students with the knowledge and 
appreciation of the democratic values that un-
derpin our great country. 

Michele is the epitome of a great teacher. 
Although she’s known throughout Pearl River 
as one of the toughest teachers around, she’s 
also known for being caring, compassionate, 
and funny. She thrives on being in the class-
room, the students have always kept her 
youthful in both appearance and in person-
ality. Moreover, she constantly learns from her 
students and hopes that they leave the class-
room every day knowing a bit more about the 
world. 

I hope that new teachers are inspired by 
Michele’s dedication to teaching. She will be 
sorely missed by the Pearl River School Dis-
trict. 

I would like to join the Pearl River commu-
nity, her family and friends in thanking Michele 
for her years of service and wishing her con-
gratulations on the occasion of her retirement.
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Mr. BRADLEY of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to Bob 
Schroeder upon being named the Town of 
Hooksett’s Citizen of the Year. 

Bob was instrumental in the restoration and 
revitalization of a truly historic local, state and 
national landmark. Robie’s Country Store in 
Hooksett has a lengthy history of acting as the 
town’s gathering spot, a place to argue poli-
tics, play checkers and buy groceries and 
homemade baked goods. Robie’s was also a 
required stop for local politicians and presi-
dential candidates visiting the first-in-the-na-
tion primary state for over 30 years. The store 
closed in 1997 after the store’s owners, Lloyd 
and Dorothy Robie, retired. After five years of 
dormancy and a lack of funds and dedicated 
owners, Robie’s Country Store reopened, con-
tinuing its 30-year political tradition and its 
110-year presence in the town. 

Bob saw an imperative need to preserve 
this cultural and political landmark and formed 
the Robie’s Country Store Historic Preserva-
tion Association to spearhead the renovation 
effort. The Association has worked diligently to 
bring the store to life again, and on May 24, 
2003, Robie’s Country Store reopened to an 
eager and proud community. Bob and the 
Preservation Association were careful to main-
tain Robie’s historical accuracy by keeping the 
97-year old building’s original flooring, ceiling 
and picture wall of political memorabilia. Al-
ways humble, Bob refuses to take the credit 
for the grand reopening of the store, instead 
pointing the spotlight on the efforts of the en-
tire community. Under Bob’s leadership, peo-
ple of all ages worked together to restore 
Robie’s through fundraising and renovation ef-
forts. The community’s hard work will undoubt-
edly ensure that the rich heritage and tradi-
tions of the store will remain in tact for future 
generations to enjoy. 

Bob’s tireless commitment to preserving this 
landmark and energizing the whole community 
to get involved is a wonderful example of his 
perseverance and dedication to improving the 
community and state in which he lives. I can 
think of no better person than Bob to receive 
the Hooksett Citizen of the Year Award. I am 
honored to represent concerned and conscien-
tious citizens like Bob in the U.S. House of 
Representatives.
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Mrs. CUBIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H.R. 760 and for our voiceless un-
born children, who were merely inches away 
from their first breath, when their life was bru-
tally ended. For them, partial-birth abortion is 
not an option—it is a death sentence. 

It is truly shameful that we cannot protect 
the most innocent and vulnerable in our soci-
ety from this gruesome medical procedure. 
Delivering a child up to its head and then 
using a syringe to suck out the child’s brain 
and discard this miracle of life is revolting. 

Do not call that child a fetus. Do not elevate 
any personal freedom above that child’s right 
to life. That fetus is a human baby—call it 
what it is. 

I hope the mental image this conjures dis-
turbs everyone—and that I once again receive 
calls from those shaken by the mere descrip-
tion of this barbaric act. Be thankful you’re not 
on the business end of that syringe. 

We have the responsibility to do everything 
in our power to put an end to this practice 
which has no place in a civilized society. We 
cannot remain silent while a procedure such 
as partial-birth remains an acceptable part of 
our society—after all, if done a short time later 
and a few inches further, it would be consid-
ered murder.

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE VAIL 
HOTEL 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 5, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to pay tribute to a long-
time landmark of Pubelo, Colorado, the Vail 
Hotel. Opened in 1911, the Vail Hotel was 
once known as the most luxurious hotel west 
of Chicago. Its many custom windows, door-
knobs, and its tasteful use of wood and stone, 
truly make the Vail Hotel an architectural won-
der. Over the years, the hotel’s beauty at-
tracted President Woodrow Wilson, Clark 
Gable, Tallulah Bankhead, Jack Benny and 
generations of Puebloans to its gracious halls. 

However, without the love of the people of 
Pueblo, even this great treasure would not be 
as marvelous as it is today. I am impressed by 
the numerous craftsmen who labored to re-
store this magnificent building, from Kathleen 
Sheard-Hodges, who painstakingly restored 
many of the jeweled windows and recreated 
missing ones, to Bill Agnes, who salvaged 
tiles to restore and extend the lobby’s gor-
geous mosaic floor. Also among those deserv-
ing of praise is Gary Trujillo, the lead architect 
for the renovation, who restored the building 
with painstaking attention to its historic past 
and for its remarkable beauty. 

Mr. Speaker, it is fitting to mention one of 
this country’s magnificent historic landmarks. 
The Vail Hotel serves as an example of the 
pride and hard work that the citizens of Pueblo 
have dedicated in making their home a more 
beautiful place. Built by Puebloans, restored 
by Puebloans, and beloved by all, it gives me 
great pride to recognize today this historic 
building, as well as the efforts made to restore 
it. Its beauty and history enrich the Pueblo 
community and will be cherished for genera-
tions to come.
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